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MARK THESE
DATES

April 14th
DHS Concert 

Croups concert
7:30

Boosters Mtg.
7pm

April 20-24
No School

Spring Break

April 30th
DHS Ensemble 
Groups concert

7:30

May 4th
DHS PTO

7pm

May 16th
Junior/Senior Prom

Gillette Stadium

Dear Parent/Guardian:
STUDENT SURVEYS:
This year we are slated to continue with our biennial student, faculty, and parent surveys.  This week during 
Advisory, we will be administering a statistically validated school climate and culture survey to faculty 
and students.  Further, we will administer the Youth Risk Behavior Survey to all students at the high school 
during Advisory on April 30, 2015.  Both of these surveys will provide our School Council with very im-
portant information as we develop programming and identify focus points for our school improvement plan.  

A letter specific to the Youth Risk Behavior Survey is posted on the DHS Website at http://www.duxbury.
k12.ma.us/Domain/8 under ‘Hot Topics’.  The letter provides information about the biennial survey and 
stresses that it is voluntary.  Parents who do NOT wish to have their son/daughter participate in the Youth 
Risk Behavior Survey will need to submit that letter with their respective signature to the Main Office by 
April 27, 2015.   

PARENT SURVEY:
As announced, we have posted the DHS climate and culture survey link on the family portal.  Parents may 
take a survey for each of their respective children in the high school.  Please consider taking 15 minutes to 
complete the survey, as it provides us with valuable information that will assist us in identifying key goals 
for our school improvement plan.  Again, to access this survey, you must log in to the family portal. 

DHS PROM:  
As Prom is approaching next month, I want to make sure you know that we will be holding the Red Carpet 
entrance at the new building.  We are looking at three different possibilities for students to enter the building 
so that parents/community members can see them as they arrive in their respective “vehicles” and enter the 
building before they then get on buses to Gillette Stadium.  We will be working with the PTO and prom 
committee to determine the best possible ‘red carpet’ entry for students (given the ongoing construction) and 
will determine the route in early May.  

IMPORTANT PROM DATES:
*Friday, April 17, 2015         --      Second free ticket giveaway
*Monday, April 27, 2015       --      Ticket price goes up to $100
*Friday, May 1, 2015            --      Last day to buy prom tickets
*Saturday, May 16, 2015     --      Red Carpet at DMS/DHS (4:30pm)
    -- Prom held at Gillette Stadium (7:00-11:00pm)

YOUTH HEALTH CONNECTION – PROM & GRADUATION RESOURCE GUIDE:
Posted on the DHS Website (see above link) under ‘Hot Topics’ is a very informative Prom and Graduation 
Resource Guide for parents and students.  This comes from the Youth Health Connection in conjunction with 
DA Timothy Cruz and is worth the read for parents and students during the prom/graduation season.

Coffee with the Principal:
On Wednesday, May 6, 2015, we will have a Coffee with the Principal in order for me to give any interested 
parents some information about the prom this year.  I’ll be able to provide logistical information around the 
event for anyone interested.  As with the other evenings, we will start at 5:00pm in the DHS Library on the 
6th.  



REMINDERS:
NEASC TWO-YEAR REPORT:
I am very happy to announce that we have received feedback on our two-year report from the New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges (NEASC), which oversees our accreditation.  As you may know, we had a decennial visit where sixteen 
teachers and administrators came to the school for three days to review our program along seven standards for accreditation.  We 
did very well with that visit, but had to submit a two-year progress report connected to specific recommendations made by the 
committee.  That report was submitted in December, and we have received a very positive letter from NEASC congratulating the 
school on the progress made since the visit.  Specifically, DHS was praised for:
• The inclusive process, informed by research and data, established to review and revise the school’s core values, beliefs,  
 and 21st century learning expectations in light of school and community priorities.
• The review process used to examine the school-wide rubrics for effectiveness and make necessary adjustments based on  
 feedback from professional staff.
• The addition of 4.8 FTE to the professional staff to support the school’s increasing enrollment.
• The budget increases to the world language, science, mathematics, social studies, and English department budgets to sup 
 port new and additional textbooks.
• The ample technology and equipment available to enhance teaching and learning.
• The 1:1 technology initiative that provides each student with a laptop.
• The new school’s physical plant, which supports the implementation of a wide variety of curricular and co-curricular pro 
 grams.  
• The formal plan that provides for sufficient funding and professional development time to support the curriculum and  
 review process.
• The process used to collect and report data on student and whole-school progress in meeting the school’s 21st century  
 learning expectations.
• The ongoing efforts to formalize the integration of the library services across all departments.
•  The new middle/high school facility that supports the delivery of high-quality programs and services for all students.
• The school’s ongoing process to ensure vertical alignment of curriculum in grades 6-12.
• The additional opportunities for students to engage in cross-curricular and vocational learning.
• The school’s progress in establishing a formal process for the regular examination of student work to inform instruction.
• The additional training provided to support teachers as they continue to integrate technology into instruction.
• The use of the school’s grading system to enhance teachers’ ability to provide specific, timely, and corrective feedback to  
 students and to communicate academic progress.
• The professional development and common planning time provided co-teaching pairs to support instruction, assessment,  
 and accommodation strategies.

We are now on slate to submit a five-year report to the committee in 2017, where we will need to provided detailed responses to 
the following recommendations:
• Provide formal opportunities for teachers to collaborate in cross-disciplinary instruction.
• Review the school’s grading and reporting practices to ensure alignment with the school’s core values and beliefs about  
 student learning.
• Support the school’s ELL population
• Reduce financial dependence on parent and community support for co-curricular programs.
• Adjust the schedule to allow for common planning time for teachers within departments.
• Revise the advisory program to align with clearly articulated goals.

Thank you and have a good week,
Andrew Stephens – Principal



From the Guidance Office:
Follow us on Twitter - @DuxGuidance

Information for Seniors: Information regarding the DHS Scholarship Process for Senior Awards is available on the Guidance 
website.     The first part of the master application was due on Friday, March 20th.  The second part of the application was due by 
April 10th.  Scholarships that require a separate application will be logged into Naviance weekly as we receive them.  There are 
some available now and an email will be sent to students as each one becomes available.  Any outside scholarships we receive 
will be logged into Naviance so check often.  Any students who wish to be considered for any need based scholarships must sub-
mit the SAR (Student Aid Report) from the FAFSA which shows the EFC (Estimated Family Contribution) to Mrs. Dembowski 
by the April 10th deadline as well.   If you are late submitting these, please still get them in if you wish to be considered when the 
packets go out to donors next week. 

Third Quarter grades do not typically get sent to colleges so if you need them sent due to a wait list or deferment, please be sure to 
let your Guidance Counselor know prior to April 15th.  

Seniors must complete the Senior exit Survey on Naviance.  This is the survey that tells us what college admissions decisions you 
have received as well as alerts us to where you would like your final end of year transcript sent.  This will be available beginning 
May 1st on Naviance and must be completed by May 15th.  

Information for Juniors: Juniors should begin to make college appointments with counselors to plan for next year.  They should 
have logged into Naviance and completed the junior questionnaire in order to facilitate this meeting.  

AP exams: Students who will be taking an AP exam in May must pay for these exams online.  The online payment window was 
extended until April 10th at the cost of $91 per exam.  The window is now closed but will reopen Wednesday and the cost will be 
$100 per exam with the late fee. Information about the process, the AP exam schedule, and the link for the payment window are 
available on the DHS Guidance website at http://www.duxbury.k12.ma.us/Page/6405

Course Selection Information – 2015-2016  All course selection choices were due last week and counselors are currently review-
ing them.  Students who chose a different level of a course higher than the one in which they were recommended, must complete 
a placement review form or they will be reassigned to the recommended level.  Additionally, any families who wish to request not 
to have a certain teacher per the policy in the Program of Studies, must complete the request form and submit it this week.  No 
previous requests will be carried over into this year.  

Students assigned to Mrs. Dembowski: Just a reminder that students who are assigned to Mrs. Dembowski as a Guidance Coun-
selor will be temporarily assigned to Ms. Walsh for May and June while Mrs. Dembowski is on maternity leave.  Students are 
encouraged to meet with Mrs. Dembowski prior to April vacation for course selection, college, etc.  

Upcoming Dates:
April 18 – ACT
May 2 – SAT
June 3 – Senior Awards Night
June 10 – Freshman transition night (for families of 8th graders) – more info to come

DUXBURY IDOL REMIX TRYOUTS – ALL DHS STUDENTS ARE INVITED -!!
Duxbury Idol Remix will be held on May 9th, and we are looking forward to many talented Duxbury High School students show-
casing their talents.
The format of Duxbury Idol will be changing this year. We are looking for up to 18 students who will participate by performing one 
song for the audience. The singers will be divided into three groups, and a winner will be selected from each group by audience vote. 
The singers may bring one accompanist or sing a cappella. The use of a soundtrack will not be allowed.
The tryouts will be Monday April 13th at 5:30 pm.
A sign-up sheet is posted in the DHS Main Office. Sign up by April 13th.
We are looking for accompanists. If you play an instrument, especially piano or guitar, and would like to participate as an accompa-
nist, contact Mr. Pondaco in the Music Department.
- Duxbury Music Promoters - 



REGISTRATION FOR 2015-2016 BUS TRANSPORTATION IS NOW OPEN.  Please go to our website at www.duxbury.
k12.ma.us, District Services tab and choose Transportation Services for all pertinent information for registering your child(ren).
DEADLINE:
The deadline to register for bus transportation is JUNE 15, 2015 - the fee is $250/$500 and seating is guaranteed.  After June 15th, 
the fee is increased twice, June 16th ($270/$540) and July 1st ($300/$600) and seating is not guaranteed.  Bus routes are deter-
mined based on information provided to First Student as of July 1st.  Please help by registering by June 15th so the most efficient 
bus routes and stops are created!

FEE BASED RIDER INFORMATION:
Students entering Grades K-6 that live less than 2 miles from the schools are fee based (please refer to the Street Listing to see if 
your home address would be considered fee based).  Students entering grades 7-12 are fee based, regardless of distance.  

NON-FEE BASED RIDER INFORMATION:
Students currently attending Duxbury Public Schools that will be entering grades 1-6 that live more than 2 miles from the schools 
have been automatically registered for bus transportation; you do not need to do anything for these students.  If you move, howev-
er, please notify the schools and also e-mail the address change to bus@duxbury.k12.ma.us.  Be sure to include your child’s name, 
your old address and your new address.

NEWLY REGISTERING STUDENTS, INCOMING KINDERGARTEN:
Please download the application from our website and return it to the Duxbury Public Schools Business Office, ATTN: Bus Trans-
portation, 93 Chandler Street.  Please include a check or money order if a fee is due (see criteria listed above to determine if you 
would be fee based or non-fee based).

STUDENTS RECEIVING FREE & REDUCED LUNCH:
There is no fee due for students that are approved for Free & Reduced Lunch, but a bus application must be completed and 
returned with “waiver” checked off if a fee would otherwise be due (see criteria listed above to determine if you would be fee 
based).  An application is necessary because Free & Reduced Lunch approval is only granted for a year and it must be reapplied 
for each year.

 The Duxbury High School Softball team is joining forces with the Savers organization to raise funds to help support the 
2015 softball season. More importantly, a portion of the money raised will also provide support for the thousands of 

New England families affected by epilepsy.
Bring your items to our Donation Drive event:

We are collecting:
• Clothing
•  Jewelry

• Accessories
• Handbags

• Shoes
• Linens

 Saturday, April 18th | 
9am - noon

The Fundraiser collection will be held in the
The Performing Arts Center (PAC) Lobby 

73 Alden Street, Duxbury, MA
Not available to drop off your donation? Not a problem. Please call: 781 834-0115 It’s that easy!

Questions: email:duxburysoftballcaptains@yahoo.com
Accessories Handbags Shoes Linens

 Every pound of items collected earns money for:
DUXBURY HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL TEAM



ATTENTION STUDENTS!
Did you know that you can now get free eBooks from the library? It’s easy! Just visit duxbury.lib.overdrive.com and borrow 
digital books with your school network login.  You can enjoy reading on all major devices, such as iPhone®, iPad®, Nook®, An-
droid™ phones and tablets, and Kindle®. Visit the school library for more information (or access the site 24/7 at http://duxbury.
lib.overdrive.com).

ASK the AUTHOR
A Parenting Book Discussion Group

In partnership with The Duxbury Free Library, 
Westwinds Bookshop and The Parent Connection

Featuring Joanie Geltman, author of
A Survival Guide to Parenting Teens: 

Joani Geltman, MSW, child development and parenting expert is back by popular demand to present her Top 10 Tips on Parenting 
Teens. Come hear her candid and often humorous advice for dealing with issues that teens, tweens and parents face every day.

A broad range of issues will be discussed including:
 *Stress & Anxiety * Cell phone usage * Entitlement & Defiance
 * Sex & Sexting * Bullying  * Drinking & Drugs 

Joani will enlighten us on how tweens and teens think and what we can do to get them listening and even, talking!  Just in time for 
proms, year-end test/exams, promotions, and summer parties… 

Join Us
Wednesday, May 6, 2015

7:00pm – 8:30pm
Westwinds Bookshop, 35 Depot St. Duxbury, MA

While tickets to this event are free, space is limited.  Click here to sign-up on the Duxbury Free Library event calendar or call 
781-934-2721 x5632.  Reserve your spot today!

Come with questions. Go home with answers.
The Parent Connection seeks to inspire and cultivate 

healthy connections among families, children and educators

From the Health office:
As prom season approaches and students resort to tanning here are some importent facts they should know:
•UV radiation-emitting tanning devices (beds and lamps) was recently added to the most dangerous forms of cancer-causing radi-
ation by the IARC (International Agency for Research on Cancer)
Tanning booths and lamps have been put into the same category as tobacco for cancer causing agents 
•Tanning is especially hazardous to younger people
Those who used tanning beds before the age of 30 increase life time risk of melanoma by 75 %
Melanoma is the deadliest form of skin cancer
People using tanning beds are also 2.5 times more likely to develop squamous cell carcinoma (2nd most common form of skin 
cancer) and are 1.5 times more likely to develop basal cell carcinoma 
Not only can tanning beds and lamps cause three types of skin cancer (including the deadliest type), it can also cause cancer of the 
eyes 
•It can also cause premature skin aging (wrinkles and age spots), change your skin texture, and increases the risk of eye blinding 
diseases 
•Tanning booths are not safer than tanning in the sun, although tanning booths  have a timer on them they are designed to expose 
the tanner to higher UV rays in a shorter period of time
•Getting tanner does not mean you are lowering your risk for skin cancer ñ skin produces melanin (the brown pigment to make 
skin look tan) to protect the skin form UV rays, however, it only minimally protects the skin 
Sources: http://www.skincancer.org/news/tanning/tanning-beds-who-issues-official-warning 
     http://www.cdc.gov/cancer/skin/basic_info/indoor_tanning.htm



Gradnite 2015
Tickets will be on sale for $60 through this Sunday, April 19th. After Sunday the price will increase. All those who have pur-

chased tickets through Sunday will be entered into a drawing for a free Duxbury blanket. To purchase, please go to: www.dux-
burygradnite.org.

We need your help making decorations! Posters will be made with pictures of the seniors throughout their school years. We are 
looking for group pictures, individual pictures, team pictures, etc. We have 5 more evenings scheduled from 7:00 to 9:00. Please 
bring as many pictures as you’d like to put on posters. We will supply the poster board and glue sticks, all you need to bring is 

pictures and scissors. 
You can come to as many sessions as you’d like! For each session you attend you will be entered into a drawing to win 4 front 

row seats at the graduation ceremony! 
If you can’t come, you can drop off pictures in the box in the main office at the high school.

Wednesday April 29th at the home of Kelly Johnson.  
Please RSVP to Kelly at: kjohnson@omnils.cot

Tuesday May 5th - TBA
Wednesday May 13th - TBA
Wednesday May 20th - TBA
Thursday May 28th - TBA

If you’d like to host a decorating night, please let us know!
Please contact us with any questions at: duxburygradnite@gmail.com.

We are looking forward to making Gradnite a fantastic night!

Laura Neprud and Paula Barry
   Co-Presidents Gradnite 2015

 BACCALAUREATE
Attention All High School Graduating Seniors!

You Are Invited
Baccalaureate Service June 4, 2015

7 pm
St. Paul’s Church of the Nazarene 136 Summer Street Duxbury, MA

 The Baccalaureate is a multi-faith service organized by the Duxbury Interfaith Council with inspirational messages to grad-
uates from clergy and council members from various religions as well as performances highlighting the talents of our grad- uating 
seniors. All graduating high school seniors residing in Duxbury are welcome to participate. Parents, guests and the entire Duxbury 
community are welcome to attend. Light refreshments will be served immediately following the service.
Important Dates for Graduating Seniors
Submission Deadline - Monday, May 25
1st Rehearsal (choose one) 
Wednesday, May 27 at 7 pm or Saturday, May 30 at 9 am 
Dress Rehearsal – Monday, June 1 at 7 pm
All rehearsals are held at St. Paul’s Church of the Nazarene

To participate, seniors must meet deadline and attend all rehearsals. Due to program structure, no exceptions will be made.
Please direct all submissions and inquiries to duxbacc@gmail.com. Submissions must include the following information:
• name of student or students
• copy of the material (e.g., artist and song lyrics, literature with author, script
from dramatic scene, etc...)
• technical requirements (e.g., microphones, stools, digital audio player, etc...)

     duxbacc@gmail.com   Duxbury Baccalaureate



Broadway’s “Good People” Performed by Duxbury’s Thespian Troupe #355:  A “subversive” tale on culture and opportunity, 
“Good People” is being performed at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, May 1 and Saturday, May 2, at the new Good Knight Theatre at DHS.  
About a scrappy South Boston woman down on her luck who runs into her successful high school ex, the play will star Grace 
Goodell, Chris Leaverton, Ivy Horan, Sam Grill, Deborah Cleary and Emma MacKinnon.  Eva Catanzariti is student director, 
working with director Ms. Weatherlow.  The language and subject matter of the show are suitable for mature audiences. Tickets 
are only $5 for students and seniors, $7 for adults.  Come enjoy a great night out!

PTO News
 It’s not too late to join the PTO.  Membership is just $25 and goes a long way to improving the experience of each student here at 
DHS.  No need to bake or head a committee!  You can participate as much or as little as you’d like.  Freshman parents, joining the 
PTO is an especially great way to feel connected to your new school.  Click on the “organizations” tab on the high school website 

and join today!  It’s easy!
Our next meeting is Monday, May 4th  at 7pm in the HS library.  Hope you can join us!


